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No. 26. 


A SUPPLICATION. 


(By Elder David H. Bilton.) 


Tune: School Feell 88 
„Help us, O God our salvation for the 
glory of Thy name.’’—Ps. 79-9 a 


Help us, God of our salvation, 

For the glory of Thy name, 
To declare y proclamation 

And to make the Gospel plain. 
Ald us by Thy Holy Spirit, 

Guide us in the narrow way, , 
That when mortal life is finished 

We may live in endless day. 


II. 


All-wise, kind and loving Father, 
Full of mercy, truth and light, 
How we thank and praise ee ever. 
1 us, Lord, to win the tight. 
Shield us from the evil power, 
Grant us strength to conquer sin, 
For we need Thee every hour. 
„Make us, keep us pure within.“ 


III. 
Through Thy Prophet“ Thou hast spoken, 
From Thy dwelling place on high, — 
For a witness and a token 145 
That the end is drawing nigh. 
When temptations round us gather, 
And our persecutors rage, 
Be Thou near to help us, Father, 
And our erring souls to save. 


Help us, Father, to be faithful, 
Bold and fearless, firm and true, 
And to every task prove equal 
Thou hast sent us here to do. 
Consecrate our lives and labors, 
In the cause of truth, dear Lord! 
rs 


On Mount Zion make us savio 
o continue in Thy word. 
Joseph Smith, Jr. When the angel Morin 


appeared the hour of God's judgment had 


duration, but which ultimately resulted 


in Elder Hyldahl’s going west to Utah 


ae for the purpose of visiting his mother 


and investigating for himself those prin- 
ciples as taught by the Latter Day 
Saints. He was now a young 
man of ‘twenty-one summers, but 
of very limited education, as cir- 
cumstances had forced him to labor 
almost from childhood for “the daily 
bread.“ Once among the people, spoken 
evily of everywhere, he decided to take 
up the study of “Mormonism” in a sys- 
tematic way, and for that purpose en- 
tered the Brigham Young Academy, 
Provo, Utah, where he remained three 
consecutive years, part of the time serv- 


he labored for six months, when he was 
called to Chattanooga, where he labored 
in the office of the mission as commis- 
sary clerk, then as bookkeeper, and at 
the late conference of presidents was 
also appointed to succeed Elder L. R. 
Anderson as president of the Chattanoo- 
ga conference, with Elders David H. 
Elton and Jeremiah Stokes as his coun- 
selors and a corps of but ten workers. 
Still the conference reports indicate a 
band of earnest workers, with results 
that reflect very creditably for the small 
number. 


History of the Southern States Mission. 


The scene at the home of the Condors 


was sad indeed by this time. When the 
| Elders arrived there in the morning they 


sang a few songs by way of enlivening 
their spirits and putting them in unison 
with their God that they might better 
instruct the people in righteousness. One 
of the hymns they sang was “I Have No 
Home, Where Shall I Go?“ This is 
one of the stanzas: 

My life is sought, where shall I flee? 
Lord, take me home to dwell with Thee; 


Where all my sorrows will be o’er, 
And I shall sigh and weep no more.“ 


This was followed by When Shall We 
All Meet Again?“ 

Elder Gibbs turned to Elder Thompson 
and said to him: That hymn suggests 
a good text to preach from,“ whereupon 
he took his Bible to look it up. 

And thus with hymns of holiness be- 


ELDER CHRI3TO HTLDAHL as Hing 1 "th i i 
7 welling in their minds, making them pour 

OUR CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS. President of the Chattanooga Conference. out their whole souls in humble devotion 
— to God, they passed the Sabbath morn- 


“PRESIDENT CHRISTO HYLDANL. 

President Christo Hyldahl, the sub 
of this sketch, was born Jan. 21, 1870, 
in Tygstrup, Denmark, where he lived 
until 16 years of age, assisting his wor- 
thy parents in gaining an honorable live- 
lihood, by tilling the soil and such other 
duties atz are common to farmers. At 
the age of 16 he emigrated with his 
father to the land of liberty, finding 
their way to the city of Chicago, where 
he lived and labored for five years. At 
this time his mother, Hannah Sorensen, 
who had connected herself with the 
Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter 
Day Saints some years previous, paid 


(Photo By Granert.) 


ing as janitor for his tuition. It was 
while here that he gladdened his moth- 
er’s heart and enhanced his own condi- 
tion and betterment by going down the 
waters of baptism. 7 

Since the year 93 his time has been 
spent as a teacher in the public schools 
until 97, when he was called to be ar- 
sistant principal in Bannock Stake 
Acadamy, Rexburg, Idaho. 
On the 27th of April, 1898, he re 
ceived a call to fill a mission in the 
Northern States, and two weeks later 
found him in his field of labor as a trav- 


her children a visit of somewhat short 


‘eling Elder, in the city of Chicago. Here 


ing up to the time of the meeting. Many 
of the people of the surrounding country 
had gathered together to listen to the 
words of instruction to be delivered by 
these holy men of God. The whole gath- 
ering partook of the influence of God 
Almighty, and no more inspiring scene 
could be thought of than that one where 
the sheep of God’s fold had come united 
upon one thing, to ask wisdom of Him 
and to render their sincere thanks to 
Him for His exceeding goodness. 

In the midst of this devout gathering 
the fiends in men’s forms who had stoppe:i 
Elder Jones, came rushing upon 
scene. 


e 
Brother Condor, who stood at 
the gate, was seized by the mob; he, real- 
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izing what was about to take place, 
called to his son and step-son, who stood 
in the orchard, and told them to run and 
get their guns and defend the lives of 
the Elders, whom he considered to be 
under his; guardian care. But David 
Hinson, who appeared to be the leader 
of the mob, first reached the room where 
the gun was hanging, and crossing the 
room was about to take it from the hook 
~ when he was interrupted by Martin, the 
son of Brother Condor, who had left the 
orchard, but not in time to get the gun. 
_A tussle followed between the two for 
the possession of it; the miscreant, seeing 
he was about to lose, then drew a pistol 
and snapped it at the young man; it 
failed to go off, but had the effect of 
causing yonug Condor to step back. This 
left the mobber with the gun in keep- 
ing. Realizing this, the brute lost nc 
time in whirling about and shooting the 
contents of the gun into the body of EI- 
der Gibbs. The shot entered below the 
armpit, causing a ghastly wound, which 
the Elder immediately clasped his hand 
over and fell in innocent blood—a mar- 
tyr to the cause of Christ. 
_ Meanwhile a gun was presented at 
Elder Thompson, but Elder Berry, who 
was near by, grasped it firmly and 
turned it from the body of his com- 
panion. Thus left free Elder Thompson 
escaped through the back door. As he 
left he saw two other guns leveled at 
Elder Berry, who seemed to sense the 
the coming fate; he meekly bowed his 
head and received the shots about the 
waist; without a groan he fell, without 
protestation he offered his martyred blood 
that it might be seed for the church. 
Martin Condor, as soon as Elder 
Gibbs fell, sprang upon the leader, Hin- 
son, who had shot Gibbs, and began to 
attack him. Before anything effectual 
could be done the young man was shot 
other parties, and a third had fallen a 
vied im of fiendish passion. 

J. R. Hudson, a half brother of Mar- 
tin, was the next victim. While the 
foregoing fight had heen going on he had 
crawled into the loft of the house and 
procured his gun. Coming down from 
there, he reached the room just as the 
leader was leaving by the front door. 
Before he could shoot several men 


grabbed him, but tearing himself loose 


he raised his gun and shot the leader, 
killing him instantly. At this someone 
outside exclaimed: “T will have re- 
Fvenge.“ The next moment Hudson fell 
mortally wounded, dying an hour later, 
a fourth martyr and victim. 


Mey Company of Elders (First). 


‘The first company for May arrived 
May 8th, and by an oversight, their 
names and assignments were not pu 
lished in the Star following their ar- 
rival. The following roster and assign- 
ment is given—better 3 than never. 

North Carolina. (4) Isaac B. Evans, of 
Samaria, Ida.: Joseph P. Bischoff. of 
Fountain Green, Utah: George E. Cook. 
of Fountain Green. Utah: George L. 
Mortensen, of Salt Lake City. Utah. . 

South Carolina, (4) James C. Barring. 
ton, of Riverdale, Ida.: David Hughes. 
of maria, Ida.; John IIllum, of St. 
John, Ida.; George W. Hilton, Jr., of 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Kentucky. (3), Frank T. W. Burns, of 
Fielding, Utah; Edwin D. O. Olpin, of 
Pleasant Grove. Utah; Fountain S. John- 
son. of Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Chattanooga, (1) James S. Stirling, of 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 
East Tennessee, (4). Josenh W. Thorne 
of Pleasant Grove. Utah: John L. Berch. 

Manti, Utah; Heber Olson, of Logan 
Utah; Andrew Nyman, Jr., of Logan 


East Kentucky, (1), Samuel Williams 
of Samaria, Idaho. 


SALVATION FOR THE DEAD. 


By Apostle Mathias F. Cowley. 
(Continued from last week.) . 


It has been related of Henry Ward 
Beecher that he said, if a literal render- 
ing of the scriptures was to be accepted, 
then Mormonism is correct. In line with 
his sentiments on this subject, it has 
been reported that he delivered a lecture 
in Nashville, Tennessee, his subject be- 
ing, “What Christianity Has Done to 


Civilize the World,” in which he sald: i 


“What has Africa done for the -world? 
She has never produced a sage, a phil- 
osopher, a poet, nor a Prophet, and why 
not? Because the name of Christ and 
the influence of Christianity are scarcely 
known in her dark regions. Millions of 
her children have lived and passed away 
without hearing the truth. What will be- 
come of them? Will they be forever 
damned? No, not if my God reigns, for 
they will hear the Gospel in the Spirit 
world.” He then proceeded to show by 
irrefutable evidence that salvation for 
the dead is a scriptural doctrine. The 
writer was not present at the lecture, 
but has been told that an Elder was 
present and that at the conclusion of the 
lecture, stepped up to the platform and 
said: Mr. Beecher, I have been much 
interested in your lecture and would 
like to ask you a question—Jesus said 
to Nicodemus, ‘Except a man be born 
of water and of the spirit he cannot en- 
ter into the Kingdom of God.’ 
how is it possible for a man to be bap- 
tized in water when his body has al- 
ready crumbled in the earth?“ 

The great preacher looked at the in- 
terrogator for a moment and then said: 
“Young man, where do you hail from?” 
“From the West.” From what part of 
the West?” “From Salt Lake City,“ an- 
swered the Elder. “Oh,” said Mr. 
Beecher, “You may answer your own 
question; Good evening;” and walked 
away. Mr. Beecher had probably read 
enough on the subject of baptism for 
the dead to know that such a doctrine 
must be coupled with preaching to de- 
parted spirits but he did not wish to 
be accused of teaching Mormonism,“ 
so he stopped short of that. He said 
enough, however, to verify the words 
of Joseph, and also those of the Saviour, 
when He said that if men put new wine 
into old bottles, it would break them 
to pieces; in other words new doctrine 
into old systems. It will yet break 


|them to pieces. Other instances might 


be cited but this will suffice to illustrate 
how the influence of the Gospel is 


b. working among men, prominently this 


subject of salvation for the dead, tend- 
ing to revolutionize the religious world. 

We now come to one of the most im- 
portant, interesting and extensive 
branches of this great subject; namely, 


[that of securing the names, births, mar- 


riages and deaths of our ancestors, a 
class of information essential for record, 
in order to prosecute this great work 
of satvation for the dead. 

The genealogical research must be an 
arduous one and oftimes attended with 
great difficulty. 

Nathaniel H. Morgan, author of a. gen- 
ealogical history entitled “James Mor- 
gan and His Descendants,” makes this 
observation in the introduction of his 
work, The task of the genealogist, in 
groping his way amid the dusty records 
of the past, is much like that of the 
American Indian, in pursueing an 03 
scure trail through a tangled wilderness. 
An acute faculty of perception, and a 


Now, 


keen and practised eye, must note und 


| scrutinize every obscure footprint, every 


rustled leaf, every bent twig; now, pro- 
gressing rapidly, under a clear light, and 
guided by sure tokens; and anon, sud- 
denly arrested by a total absence of all 
further signs, and forced hopelessly to 
abandon the trail, long and patiently 
pursued; perchance, again some 
new and. waymark greets his 
eye insp pursuit.“ 

While there have been isolated in- 
stances of geneal al works in America 
since the year, 1771, it is a noteworthy 
fact (and. one showing e hand of God 
plainly manifest in moving. upon the Gen- 
tiles to do this work) that sinee the com- 
ing of Elijah to the Kirtland Temple, 
this. spirit of writing genealogies has 
rapidly increased in the United Stat 

I cannot do better at this, — 
to include as a part of our article a let- 
ter written to the writer by Eider Frank- 
lin D. Richards on this important sub- 
ject. Elder Richards, through his re- 
searches, has been instrumental in fur- 
nishing printed genealogies to many 
families of Latter-Day Saints. He win, 
therefore, be accepted as the best au- 
thority on this subject. He says, under 
date of Nov. 29, 1895: “In answer to 
your question when the first genealogical 
history was published, either in this coun- 
try or in foreign nations, I must say it 
is impossible for me to answer it, as 
I have not searched the libraries of Eu- 
rope or of any foreign countries to learn 
when their first genealogies were pub- 
lished; but, narrowing your question 
down to this country, I may say that the 
first that we have any account of was 
published in 1771, consisting of 24 
pages, and was, ‘A genealogy of the fam- 
ily of Mr. Samuel Stebbens and Han- 
nah Stebbens, his wife from the year 
1707 to the year 1771, with their names, 
time of their births, marriages and 
deaths of those that are deceased;’ pub- 
lished at Hartford in 1771. The author, 
Mr. William H. Whitmore, says: ‘This 
I believe to be the earliest genealogy 
in a distinct form published in the Unit- 
ed States.’ It is safe to conclude that 
an interest in genealogical work did not 
take very deep root among the people 
until after the Lord revealed to the 
Prophet Joseph Smith the great work of 
extending salvation to the dead. This 
is made evident from the dates noted in 
the following excerpts taken from 
works on genealogical lore, published in 
Boston and Albany. In the introduction 
of a work, entitled ‘The American 
Genealogist,’ by William H. Whitmore, 
and published by Joel Munsell, Albany, 
1868, the following very interesting 
pages occur, in which you will observe 
the years 1844 (the year of the Prophet’s 
martyrdom) and 1847 are named as the 
respective dates when the New England 
Historical Genealogical Society was 


‘formed, and the ‘Register’ was establish- 


ed under its patronage.“ 3 

It seems evident that the English ele- 
ment has predominated throughout our 
country, and the greatest portion of Eng- 
lish colonists settled in New England. 
Hence the great activity of genealogists 
here has had more than a local import- 
ance and will be the means of preserv- 
ing the records of the greater portion of 
our nation. There is hardly any diffi- 
culty in tracing the American pedigree 
of any family. Mr. Savage’s admirable 
dictionary will furnish the enquirer with 
the first three generations of the name, 
and the indices of the Register will 
enable him to examine numerous town 
and county records. There are very few 
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names which will not be found in one 
or the other of these easily accessible 
works. The county register of wills 
and deeds are open to every enquirer, 
free of expense, and it is rarely that uny 
town clerk demands a fee for the in- 
spection of his books. It is safe to say 
that nowhere else is the genealogist so 
favored as in New England, and conse- 
quently no cQmmunity exists where so 


great a proportion of its families have 


had their records preserved. 

We have been fortunate in our his- 
torical records from the first. Bradford 
and Winthrop have noted down even the 
minute particulars of the settlement of 
their respective colonies; Mather and 


Prince have given us numerous items 


concerning the lives and pedigrees of the 
clergy and magistrates. In establishing 
the registry of deeds, our forefathers not 


SS were in advance of England en 


itical science, but they gave the gen- 
ealogist a source of information else- 
where wanting. 

Very soon after the Revolutionary 
War an ef was made to revive the 
former taste for historical research. 

The Massachusetts Historical Society 
was formed, and has continued slowly to 
acquire wealth and ‘influence, having 
greatly extended its usefulness within 
the past ten years. John Farmer, sec- 
retary of the New Hampshire Historical 
Society, early devoted himself to the 
study of genealogy and biography, and 
by his genealogical Register attracted 
public attention to the subject. Our 
list will show that but little progress 
was made for thirty years from the time 
he issued his Farmer genealogy, but 
enough was done to keep the fire alive. 
In 1844 the New England Historical 


- Genealogical Society was formed, and in 


1847, the Register was established un- 
der its patronage; since then the study 
of history and genealogy has been great- 
ly encouraged, and with good results. 
When the new society was formed the 
science of genealogy was little under- 
stood. The wealth of our records was 
hardly imagined, the necessity of severe 
examination of traditions scarcely 
thought of, and the simplest and most 
economical form of arrangement was 
not yet invented. Soon, however, all 
these points were examined, old manu- 
scripts published, and the state author- 
ities were persuaded to enact laws for 
the preservation of its documents. Since 
1845 numerous local societies have been 
established or revived; over 200 dis- 
tinct works on genealogy have been pub- 
lished up to 1868, and innumerable town 
histories and historical pamphlets have 
been isued. In many instances these re- 
sults have been known to be due to the 
of the new societies, and 
it is unquestionable that the spirit it. 
fostered has been the main spring in all. 
Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode 
Island have issued large volumes of their 
early annals, under the patronage of 
the respective governments. Maine, 


New Hampshire and Vermont possess 


active historical sodieties. New York 
has not only published her own records 
but assisted her neighbors, and estab- 
lished the largest and richest historical 
society in existence. Similar associations 
exist in more than half the states in the 
Union, and a new magazine, The Amer- 
ican Notes and Queries, established as 
hee: organ, has continued to the present 
ie. 

In Circular No. 3 of the Naw England 
Historie Genealogical Society, issued 
June, 1847, signed by the following gen- 
tlemen, viz: Charles Ewer, Lemuel 


| Shatttuck, Samuel G. Drake, Samuel 


H. Riddle and W. H. Montague, treats 
of the great importance which they at- 
tach to genealogical and historical work 
and works; and in this connection I may 
be perinitted to suggest that what ap- 
peared so directly to their needs in those 
early times, applies with much greater 
force to the Saints of the Latter Days, 
who are clearly and pleasurably made 
aware of the glorious relationship which 
exists between parents and children, and 
the vital obligations the living are under 
to the dead. These intimations, no doubt, 
you will appreciate, and when time and 
opportunity permit let us hope that you 
will actively take pleasure in promoting 
the aims of the Genealogical Society of 
Utah, which was especially organized to 
advance Temple Work, which includes 
the salvation and redemption of - both 


dead and living. 
„F. D. Richards.“ 


With all these prophecies before us, 
with the keys of salvation restored to 
the earth, with the spirit of Elijah mov- 
ing not only the Saints but men of the 
world to action, who can fail to see the 
truth of this doctrine, and the power of 
God, made manifest to promote the 
great work of salvation for the dead. 

In conclusion let us heed the voice 
of God to the Prophet Joseph, saying, 
Therefore renounce war and proclaim 
peace and seek diligently to turn the 
hearts of the children to the fathers 
and the hearts of the fathers to the chil- 
dren;“ and the exhortation to us of the 
Prophet who received this command- 
ment, “Brethren, shall we not go on in 
so great a cause? Go forward and not 
backward. Courage, breathren; and on, 
on to victory! Let your hearts rejoice, 
and be exceedingly glad. Let the earth 
break forth into singing. Let the dead 
speak forth anthems of eternal praise to 
the King Immanuel, who hath ordained 
before the world was, that which would 
enable us to redeem them out of their 
prison; for the prisoners shall go free.”’ 


Saved by Obedience to the Gospel. 


Ogden, N. C., March 6, 1899. 
ider Jas. S. Blake. 


Written for The Star. 
Mankind must bend the knee, and 


every tongue confess that Jesus is the 
Christ, for Peter distinctly said, Neither 


is there salvation in any other, for there 
is none other name under heaven given 
among men whereby we must be saved.“ 
Acts iv:12. 

No matter how much the sacred Scrip- 
tures are wrested, to strive to make 
them bend to the carnal views of modern 
man, the Word of God is pre-eminent, 
and though we or an angel from heaven 
preach any other Gospel than that we 
have preached unto you let him be ac- 
cursed. Gal. i:8. And the same great 
apostle of our Lord whom we know was 
a truthful person further states: “But 
I certify you brethren that the Gospel 
which was preached of me is not of man, 
for I neither received it of man, neither 
was I taught it but by the revelation of 
Jesus Christ.“ (Gal. i:11-12.) If the 
men who are so zealous in fighting the 
work of Jesus Christ today were to turn 
their attention to fasting and prayer 
with faith not wavering (Jas. i:5-7), God 
would bless them with wisdom which 
would so far surpass the intelligence of 
this enlightened world, that the words 
of our Savior, the author of our salva- 
tion, would echo through the vast do- 


main, and this Gospel of the kingdom 


of the good work that Elder 


must be preached in all the world. For 
a witness unto all nations,. and then 
shall the end come. (Matt. xxiv:14.) And 


how unitedly the prayer taught to the | 


disciples, would ascend unto the Lord of 
Sabboath. 


Our Father, which art in heaven, hal- 


lowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven. (Matt. vi: 9-10.) Then how is 
mankind to perform the will of God, ex- 
cept by obedience to His word, which by 
the Gospel is preached unto them. (I. 


Peter i:25.) And having fully complied . 


with the demands of our Savior, who, 
though He were a son, yet learned He 
obedience by the things which He suf- 
fered, and became the author of eternal 
salvation to all who obey Him. (Heb. 
v: 8-9.) 
We could again assert with Paul: For 
I am not ashamed of the Gospel of 
Christ, for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; for 
therein is the righteousness of God re- 
vealed from faith to faith as it is written 
a just shall live by faith. (Rom.i:16- 
Adding to our faith virtue, to virtue 
knowledge, to knowledge temperance, 


and to temperance patience, to patience 


godliness, to godliness brotherly kind- 
ness, and to brotherly kindness charity. 
(I. Pet. i:5-7.) And thus abiding in the 
doctrines of Christ, we would know they 
were of God, and the fruits of the spirit 
would be manifested, which is love, joy, 
peace, long suffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith. (Gal. v: 22.) And by faith- 
fully pursuing the straight and narrow 
path of the Gospel one and all would say 
with Peter upon whom was the keys of 


the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. xvi:19.). 


Of a truth I perceive that God is no re- 
spector of persons, but in every nation 


he that feareth Him and worketh right- 


eousness, is accepted with His. (Acts 
x:34-35.) And this is eternal life, that 
they might know the only true God, and 
Jesus whom thou hast sent. (John xvii: 
3.) My testimony is that God lives and 
His Gospel is upon the earth, with all 
its gifts and saving power. And Joseph 
Smith was the prophet through whom it 
was established, and though he being 
dead yet calleth upon all men every- 


where to repent, and receive with meek- 


ness the engrafted word, which is able to 
save your souls. (Jas. i:21.) For wist 
not that we the Elders of Isreel are 
about our Father’s business. In the 
name of His Son Jesus Christ. 

Ever praying for the spread of truth 
and the Star as its beacon light, I am a 
laborer in the vineyard. 


Bountiful (Ctah) Clipper. 

Elder Stevenson and Judge C. W. 
Stayner were the speakers at the Taber- 
nacle Sunday afternoon. Elder Steven- 
son has just returned from Florida where 
he had Elder Gus Sedgwick for 8 travel- 
ing companion. He speaks very highly 
gwick 
is doing. 


Milennial Star. 

Elder William H. Beazer has a word 
to say in regard to the work in Wolver- 
hampton, Birmingham Conference: 

“All is well at Wolverhampton. The 
meetings are well attended by the busy 
Saints, and usually we have some 
strangers present. We are tracting. We 


have held no open-air meetings since I 


came here, but it is our intention to get 
at this part of the work as soon as the 
weather is suitable.” 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH 
OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF 


sances of the Gospel. 
4. We believe that the first n 
the Gospel are: First, Faith in the Jesus Christ; second, 


Repentance; third, Baptism by immersion for the remission 
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6. We believe ia the same organization that existed ia 
the primitive Apostles, Prophets, Pastors, 
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leased to return home with honor in ev- 
ery sense of the word. His labors in the 
mission field being one continual capture 
of friends” wherever his genial, earnest 
and intelligent personality became 
known. Elder Morris left home about 
twenty-eight months ago and was as- 
signed to labor in the Virginia confer- 
ence, until about two months ago 
when he was called to the office to as 
sist in the work on the Star. He leaves 
with the love and respect of all at th 
office who wish him unbounded success 
at home. He returns by way of New 


Look at your name label and see if 
you are credited as you expected 


“3dec99E” means you have paid to this 


date through an Elder. P' Means per- 
sonal. 


— 
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A WORD TO HE editor of the Star has 
WR. BERRY. for some time been an in- 


terested correspondent 
with Mr. Joel M. Berry, an elderly (ap- 
parently) gentleman and ex-soldier, who 
is located at the National Military Home 
near Dayton, O. A number of his let- 
ters have been written for publication; 
some we have published because they 
have contained subject matter of deep 
interest to our readers; and some we 
have held for the reason that they con- 
tain ideas that we consider are not ger- 
mane to the interests we represent, 
therefore assumed our right to reject. 
If we were to throw our columns open 
to the indiscriminate publication of. 
everyone’s ideas regarding the great 
plan of salvation, and what they believe 
of the Bible there would be just as much 
confusion in our circle of readers as 
there is in the religious world of today. 
Hence, as a matter of protection, we 
cannot afford to permit our columns to 
be filled with controversial discus- 
sions, especially on matters that have 
no possible bearing on the struggle for 
salvation, or, to be more explicit, the 
procedure to successfully become sub- 
jects of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ 
and dwell in that celestial world with 
God Himself. } 

As regards our friend Berry's ideas of 
the coming religion in which all men 
shall eventually arrive at a.unity of the 
faith, a religion that he styles “Free 
Thought” and “Liberalism,” he is cer- 
tainly entitled to his own views, a 
right that we of all others have no de- 
sire to gainsay; but with his intimate 


jacquaintance with the “Mormon’s” idea 


of these matters we think he should 
know better. : 
As far as “Liberalism” is concerned, 


anyone who knows even a fractional 


part of “Mormonism” knows their 
teachings are of the most liberal char- 


We do not come unto the world with 
the purpose or intent of tearing down 
the religious institutions or dogmas of 
the world, nor of depreciating the hon- 
esty and purity of the votaries of the 
various religious denominations. We 
believe that there is a large percentage 
of the people not of our faith who are 
honest in their motives and in the ob- 
servance of that which they conceive to 
be their duty to God and to mankind. 
The Latter Day Saints have always ad- 


| vanced the principle that man’s action 


religiously, as well as otherwise, should 


| be accorded the utmost freedom, so long 


as that action does not infringe upon the 
rights of others; that if men are mis- 
taken in their views, through depending 
upon the interpretations given by learned 
men of different creeds and through er- 
rors that may have come down through 
the ages because of a lack of direct 
communication with God, they are re- 
sponsible to God and not to man. 
Apostle Cowley, a few months ago, 
made use of the following words, and 
this only expresses the real idea of our 
faith on this point. 
We, however, bear a very solemn tes- 
timony that the Lord has instituted a 
new dispensation. And what we mean 
by that is the reopening of the heavens, 
the giving again of direct communica- 
tion between God and man, the estab- 
lishment upon the earth of the principles 
of the Gospel as Jesus taught them, or- 
ganizing the Church with the same eccle- 
siastical form of government as He in- 


stituted in Palestine, and teaching the 


acter, especially as relating to the final 
destiny of all mankind. | : 


same faith, promising the same results 
to follow the acceptance of that faith, 
and declaring the same kind of repent- 
ance, which consists in a turning away 
from sin—not the shallow pretension 
that will satisfy any mistaken sentiment 
of man, but the turning away from the 
actual practice of iniquity in all its 
forms, with a determination to serve 
God and keep His commandments unto 
the end. : 

In testifying that such a condition. has 
been restored to the earth, and that we 
have received it, we cannot but have a 
spirit of charity and of love for the sal- 
vation of the children of men; not a dis- 
position to tear them down, nor to de- 
preciate the true principles which they 
already have, but rather a joyful senti- 
ment and desire to extend unto them 
greater light. And while we believe 
there are fragments of truth in every 
Christian sect upon the earth, and also 
among the heathen, we believe and we 
testify that in the restoration of this 
Gospel the truth has been restored to the 
earth in its entirety—that is, that all 
the blessings: and gifts which were en- 
joyed by the primitive saints have been 
restored for the benefit and blessing of 
mankind in this age of the world.“ 

That condemnation, or damnation if 
you please, is but measured by one’s own 
failures, while in the flesh or where: the 
opportunity has been given and not ac- 
cepted, the reward is measured by strict 
obedience and earnest effort. This very 
liberal view of the matter may be com- 
pared to the pupil, student or aspiring 
business man. Success in his efforts is 
secured by two very important rules 
or necessities. These are: Ist, faith in 
his teacher or faith in the results of his 
enterprise. 2d, close attention to all 
the rules necessary to accomplish the 
ends sought—or, in other words, faith 
and works. Whenever these conditions 
fail condemnation are the results, and 
none will be more ready to condemn 


[than the parties themselves. In 


“that great day” the great and small 
shall stand before God; and the books 
will be opened; and another book will 
also be opened which shall be the 
book of life. And when “this book’’ is 
opened none will see its contents so clear- 
ly and more regretfully than shall we 
ourselves, and none see more plain- 
ly the many lost opportunities and con- 
sequent retrogression to one’s own ex- 
altation if its pages are marred by will- 
ful blunders. Who knows better than 
the student himself who was to blame 
for his failure? or who can feel greater 
pride at successes that attend rewarded 
efforts than the recipient of the honors 
bestowed? We venture to claim that 
the reason Mr. Berry has a decided pen- 
chant for the Latter Day Saints and 
their doctrines is on account of that very 
liberality that he craves so much for and 
which is only found in this Church. 
Mr. Berry says “Doing good is the true 
religion.” True, and we will go still fur- 
ther than friend Berry and say this is a 
tenet of every church; almost the only 
doctrine that is universal; all teach the 
law of “doing good,” but whether this 
is a universally practiced doctrine may 
well be doubted. Mr. Berry says in his 
last letter: 

“It was through a spirit of kindness 
and respect that I had for the Mormons 
that prompted me to write you the first 
line. I was kindly treated by them 
when in Westitute circumstances, and 
am always bound to respect them for 
their kindness. So you need not fear 
that in case you should not publish a 
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LATTER-DAY SAINTS. 
1. We believe in God the Eternal Father, and in Hie Soa | 
Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Ghost. | 
% We believe that will be punished for their own | 
elne, and not for Adam's 
7 We believe atonement of Christ, all 
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word that I write that I will be the least. 


’ truthful history so far as I have written. 


day, and must needs go the way of all 


those people who were honest in heart, 
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aggrieved. I had quite an experience 
in my 1 days with the Mormons in 
Utah, and I thought it would be inter- 
esting to you to know about it. So I 
have have given you a partial and 


I can well remember when it was 
thought a disgrace for a person to say 
that he had any good feeling or sympa- 
thy with the Mormons. But today it is 
different. Only a few days ago I was 
reading. where a reputable writer says 
that no other faith or belief is gaining 
ground any faster than the Mormons 
are. * My brother, in closing I 
will say this, that if you have the only 
one and true religion, then you have 
nothing to fear, all that I or anyone else 
could say to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. But if you should live to be as old 
a man as I am today, just notice the 
change there will be in the religious 
world in the next half century. 

So, hoping you will accept this in the 
spirit in which it is written, remember 
me as a friend, truly yours, 
| Joel M. Berry. 

We hasten to assure friend Berry, 
without desiring to appear egotistical, 
that we not only know that we have 
the “only one and true church,” but 
have nothing to fear from all the opin- 
ions to the contrary. Moreover, if our 
doctrines cannot bear the closest scru- 
tiny of any and all investigating agen- 
cies it should go down and certainly will 
come to naught; for if it is only of man, 
as are all others extant upon the earth, to- 


mortality, so indeed must we; but as 
it is of God it cannot be overthrown, to 
the opinion of all or any to the contrary 
notwithstanding. Our chief regret is 
that Mr. Berry cannot see the beautiful 
harmonies of our ideas with his and 
permit the Gospel light to illuminate his 
mind with that brillianey which Christ 
said would come if ye do My will ye 
will know of the doctrine.” 


A SAMPLE MOB. 


Batesville, Va., April 4th, 1899. 
By Elder George H. Emery. 
To The Southern Star. : 
- Believing a report of some father ex- 
citing experiences ‘may prove interesting 
5 submit this account to readers of the 
tar: : 

About a week before Christmas, 1897, 
Elders H. B. Crouch and David Call, 
who were laboring in Buckingham coun- 
ty, Va., first visited the neighborhood 
of Brierhook, of said county. During 
their visit among the people there they 
made some friends, and some of them 
were desirous of investigating the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ as taught by the 
‘‘Mormon” Elders. They realized that 
the Gospel of Christ was the power of 
God unto salvation, and they wanted to 
obey it. They were willing to and be- 
lieved in following the admonition. of 
Paul where he says: “Prove all things; 
hold fast to that which is good.” I. 
Thess. v:21. The Elders again visited 
the neighborhood at Christmas time, and 
remained, holding meetings and preach- 
ing the Gospel to the people till some 
time in January, 1898. The work of the 
Elders, with the help of the Lord among 


resulted in some baptisms. Some six or 
seven of the people who had followed the 
admonition of Paul, and proven the Gos- 
pel true, as it is being taught by the 
“Mormon” Elders, were baptized. Now 
it happened that most of these people 


were members of the Baptist church and 
their names were on the book of the 
Antioch church, which was in the neigh- 
borhood. Mr. J. J. Spencer, who lives 
at the Court House, and who is pastor 
of the Antioch church, thought it was 
his duty to preach three sermons on 
„Mormonism, which the people of the 


‘church called “war sermons,” because 


in them he incited the people to take up 
arms and drive the Elders out of the 
county. He did not take his Bible, and 
by the Holy Record prove to his con- 
gregation that the “Mormon” Elders 
were teaching false doctrine, but by his 
preaching he made the people of the 
neighborhood, who didn’t know any bet- 
ter, think the “Mormon” Elders were in 
the country for a bad purpose. Through 
his, and the efforts of the leaders of the 
Antioch church, the following notice 
was found on the gate post of Mr. John 
A. Kitchen, and also of Mr. W. L. 
Kitchen, on the morning of April 9th, 


1898: | | 


“Buckingham county, Va., 
April 9th, 1898. 9 

Notice to all whom it may con- 
cern and to all Mormons and * 
Mormon lders: ‘We forbid any * 
more meetings in this county, and * 
we hereby command all Mormon * 
Elders to leave this county in six 3 
* 

* 

= 


days after date, else they will have 
to abide by the law of Judge 
Lynch.’ 

“Given under hand of seal. 
(Seal.) 

“April 9.“ 


During the next week after this notice 


was found the Eiders went and re- 


sumed the canvass of the county, but 


returned again in a few days. 
Wednesday, April 19th, 1898, four 
members of the mob went to Mr. John 
A. Kitchen’s, where they read a notice 
to Elder David Call, giving he and Elder 


[Crouch notice to leave the county in 


three days. During that day President 
John S. Blain and Elder John P. Morris 
came to visit Elders Crouch and Call, 
and the next day President Blain and 
Eider Crouch left and went to the Coun- 
ty Court House, and called on the Com- 
monwealth Attorney to see if they could 
not get the protection of the law, but 
got no satisfaction. The Commonwealth 
Attorney said: We send missionaries to 
preach the Gospel to heathens, and they 
are sometimes badly treated, and very 
often their lives are taken, and you 
can’t expect anything else.” President 
Blain answered and said: “But we sup- 
posed we were in a civilized and Chris- 
tianized country, and not among heath- 
ens.“ 

Friday of the same week, Elders Mor- 
ris and Call left Buckingham and went 
into Appomattox county. 

June Ist, 1898, Elder Crouch and I 
again entered the county to finish can- 
vasing the county. Entered the mob 
neighborhood June 19th and visited 
among the Saints and friends for about 
a week or ten days, when we again left 
and finished the canvass of the county, 
returning again July 9th. On the morn- 
ing of the 12th, at about 5 o’clock, the 
mob commenced to collect at the Antioch 
church. About 9 o’clock they sent a 
committee of three, consisting of Samuel 
A. Spencer, J: A. Turyman and A. C. 
Wood, to find out what we intended to 
do, and to ask us if we would go down 
to the church and state to the mob there 


what we were going to do, whether we 
intended to leave the county or not. We 
thought it unwise to do so, and told the 
committee to report and tell the mob 
that we would leave the county as soon 
as we could conveniently. They report- 
ed, but the report did not satisfy them, 
so they came down after us. We met 


them in the road in front of Mr. John A. 


Kitchen’s. After a short conversation 
with the leader of the mob, during which 
time we told them if we had broken any 
of the laws of the land, that we were 
willing to be punished by the laws, but 
that we were not willing to be treated 
in any such a “barbarous” way as they 
were then treating us. The mob said, 
through their leader, W. R. Moore, that 
they didn't care anything about the 
law, but that they were going to put 
a stop to ‘Mormonism’ in that part of the 
country,“ and they gave us till the fol- 
lowing Friday to leave the county, and 
told us if we or any other “Mormon” 
Elders came into the county again that 
we would have to suffer the conse 
quences. 

Following are the names of most of the 
men who were in the mob, and most of 
them had guns: R. F. Wood, Robert 
Ragland, Ed. Carter, Roland Wright, 
Wm. Bryant, Marcus Bryant, Morris 
Garnett, Monrowe Harris, Wm. Harris, 
Tilden Bryant, R. L. Stinson, J. D. Stin- 
son, Ed. Stinson, Robert Harris, Thomas 
Bryant, Bird Rodgers, Mr. Eldridge, 
Samuel A. Spencer, J. A. Twyman, A. 
C. Wood, W. R. Moore, leader of mob; 
C. T. Jones, J. T. Spencer and H. B. 
Moormon. 

During the early part of March, 1899, 
President Joseph F. Pulley requested 
Elder Alonzo Shirts and I to go into the 
county again to visit the Saints there, 
and to do what work we could while 
there. So on Tuesday, March 21st, we 
entered the county, and arrived that 
afternoon at the residence of Mr. John 
A. Kitchen’s, where we held a meeting 
that night. The next day we visited 
among the Saints, and at night held an- 
other meeting at Mr. Kitchen’s, where 
we also spent the night. The next day 
we had an appointment out that we were 
going to have a baptizing. But the evil 
one mustered all his forces to prevent 
us from fulfilling our appointment. 
About 9 o'clock that morning we re- 
ceived word that the mob were again 
collecting together. About 10 o’clock 
about twenty or twenty-five men with 
guns of various kinds came and sur- 
rounded the house where we were stop 
ping, and they kept it thus surrounded 
all day long. They had their dinner and 
supper taken to them. Of course we 
didn’t know what they were going to do 
with us when they got us, but during 
the day some very peculiar thoughts 
passed through our minds. We also 
prayed to the Lord for Him to protect 


us from harm. About 7 o’clock, while 


some of the mob were eating their sup- 
per, Mr. John A. Kitchen went out and 
asked them what they wanted. They 
answered: “We are going to break up 
‘Mormonism’ in this country, and that 
pretty quick.” About 8 o'clock the 


| way was made plain for our escape, so 


we quietly left through the back door, 
and in company with Brother Gillis 
Kitchen walked through the woods to 
Brother Ivy Robertson’s home, a dis- 
tance of about five miles, arrived there 
about 9:30, when we told Brother Rob- 
ertson about the mob. He got out of 
bed and took us for another walk of 
ahout five miles through the woods to 
the home of a Mr. John A. Denton’s, 
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lives, all of whom are members of the 


house, at which were quite a number 


keep them from starting after us as long 
were gone, and they asked which way 


before you.“ 


206 


THE SOUTHERN STAR. 


whom we found to be a true friend, and 
who provided us with a nice bed. Since 
8 o’clock we had walked about ten miles 
through the woods, and we were some- 
what scratched up and tired, and retired 
about 12:30 a. m., and were soon enjoy- 
ing in sweet slumber. On the morning 
of the 24th (Friday) we continued on our 
journey to the county seat, where 
Brother Charles B. Denton and family 


Church. We remained with them that 
day and at night held a meeting at his 


of the neighbors. The next morning two 
converts came and asked for baptism. 
That morning about 9 o’clock we all re- 
paired to a little creek which runs 
through the plantation and baptized 
them. That afternoon we left the coun- 
ty, and went to Midway Mills, in Nelson 
county, to the home of Hider James B. 
Nash, where we met President Joseph 
F. Pulley, Elders E. D: Jones, Charles 
E. Bean and D. H. Saunders, who were 
anxiously waiting for our return, as they 
had received word that the mob were af- 
ter us. 

After we had left Mr. Kitchen’s, I 
learned afterward, he went out to the 
mob and asked them if we could not 
stop all night with him, promising them 
we would be gone bright and early in 
the morning. He did it for a bind to 


as he could. Finally he told them we 


we had gone. He said he couldn’t tell, 
but supposed we had gone toward Win- 
gina, a railroad station on the C. & O. 
R. R., which runs along the James river. 
They then all started out on the run 
after us, as they supposed, but we had 
gone in a different direction. After they 
had gone a short distance they met some 
of their men who had been guarding the 
trail, which led toward Wingina, and 
were told by them that we had not gone 
that way; they then turned and went 
back to Mr. Kitchen’s, and told him that 
he must have been mistaken when he 
told them we had gone, because they 
said: “We have had the place guarded 
so they couldn't get out without us see- 
ing them.” But you see the Lord had a 
way for us to get away from them, for 
which we were very thankful. 

Following are the names of those who 
were in the last mob, as many as we 
could get: J. J. Wooldridge, deacon of 
Antioch church; T. J. S. Robertson, 
deacon of Antioch church; Robert Hall, 
school teacher; Massie Harris, merchant; 
J. H. Harris, Baptist preacher; Oscar 
Robertson, John Robertson, John Via, 
Willie or Wm. Via, Roland Wright, Wm. 
Bryant, Monrowe Harris, Wm. Harris, 
R. L. Stinson, J. D. Stinson, Ed. Stin- 
son, Robert Harris, Thomas Bryant, A. 
C. Wood, W. R. Moore, leaders of mob. 

The Savior said: “Blessed are they 
which: are persecuted for righteousness 
sake; for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.“ 

„Blessed are ye, when men shall revile 
you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake.” 

“Rejoice and be exceeding glad; for 
great is your reward in heaven; for so 
persecuted they the prophets which were 
Matt. v:10-11-12. 

While we were going through the 
woods, putting as much distance 
tween us and the mob as we could, 
could console ourselves by thinking of 
the words of Paul, when he said: Even 


unto this present hour we both hunger, 
and thirst, and are naked, and are 2 


feted, and have no certain dwelling 
place: and labor, working with our 
hands; being reviled, we bless; being 
persecuted, we suffer it; being defamed, 
we entreat; we are made as filth of the 
world, and are the. off scouring of all 
things unto this day.“ I. Cor. iv:11-12- 
13.) | 

“Yea, and all that will live Godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 


A City Councilman Objects. 
Elder L. A. Stevenson. 
Written for the Star. 

Friday, March 10, 1899, Elder Olsen 
and I commenced to canvass the city of 
Cocoa, a city beautifully situated on the 
Indian river, Florida. We at once pro- 
ceeded to the mayor’s office. The mayor, 
Albert Taylor, was a gentleman; he 
treated us very respectfully and listened 
attentively to the message we bore. We 
then sought his permission to canvass 
the city and hold meetings therein. Our 
request was freely granted. Having 
gained the mayor’s consent to “go 
ahead,“ we visited the proprietors of the 
opera house and secured the building for 
Sunday, the 11th. The postmaster al- 
lowed us to post a notice in the window 
of the oftice. Success seemed inevitable 
to us. With thankful hearts we began 
distributing our literature and making 
known our appointments, with invita- 
tions to come and prove our doctrines. 
When our canvass was almost completed 
dark clouds of adversity rolled round us. 
What a change was made by the influ- 
ence of one man. He, Mr. Proshay, a 
city councilman, ordered us from his 
door with threats of injuring our bodies. 
His angry words were: “Get out of 
here, get out of here, or I will hurt you.“ 
“Damn your Christianity; it’s all pro- 
fanity, and you are not going to preach 
here tomorrow. If you attémpt to do so, 
I will head a committee and we will wait 
upon you. Yes, we will tar and feather 
you. So you leave here.“ We humbly 
left him in the hands of his Maker, and 
felt to say Father, forgive him, for he 
knows not what he does. We sought 
protection from the city authority. We 
called again upon the mayor and asked 
him, “By what authority does Mr. Pros- 
hay refuse us our religious liberty or 
the privilege of preaching in this city > 
He has no such authority, and in ac- 
tions said: Gentlemen, your cause is 
just, but I can do nothing for you.“ Mr. 
Proshay went over the city raving like 
a madman, saying: There goes those 
damn Mormons,” whenever he could 
point us out. He used his influence 
against us with all the city officials he 
could. We visited and revisited them, 
but it seemed that our efforts were fruit- 
less. The city council met and decided 
that we could not hold meetings in the 
city limits. They pulled down our notice 
and instructed the marshal to arrest us 


and put us in jail should we make an 


attempt to hold meetings within the in- 
corporation. There were some men who 
had moral courage enough to bitterly 
oppose such vile and unjust actions. 
They, with us, decided that men who 
took steps to rob another of his religious 
liberty were not fit for law-makers, but 
should be classed with law-breakers and 
punished as such. There was a line 
drawn with the people; some took sides 
for us, others against us. We left the 
city, feeling somewhat disappointed, but 
realized that “every dark cloud has a 
silvery lining.” 


MILLENNIAL STARLINGS. 


Elder Wm. H. Griffin writes from Bir- 
mingham under date of May 1, as fol- 
lows: 

Last Sunday Elder N. Clark and 1 
visited Mr. Cadbury’s school. It was 
my second visit. We informed them we 
were Americans and our mission was 
that of preaching the Gospel and work- 
ing for the betterment of mankind. 

We were invited into the rostrum and 
introduced to Mr. Cadbury and his aids. 
They received us kindly and gave us a 
warm welcome and introduced us to 600 
students as their American brethren. 

“At the close of the general exercises 
we had the pleasure of entering into a 
few Gospel conversations. 

We were afterwards introduced to a 
large Bible class, and kindly asked to 
take charge of the class. We thanked 
them and accepted the unlooked for priv- 
ilege. A good Sunday morning was 


spent. We shook the hands of many 


and were treated with every respect and 
kindness. We hope to go again, get ac- 
quainted with them, win their good will 
and prove to them that we are worthy 
of their confidence; and when they know 
us as we truly are, then will their hearts 
be open and best prepared to receive our 
testimonies. I believe much good can 
be done in these schools.” 


President E. R. Owen, of the Cardiff 
Conference, writes some pithy things: 

„I personally think that we as a peo- 
ple have been far too careless in failing 
to correct the base falsehoods now so 
numerous, and also in not seeking inter- 
views with publishers so they might cor- | 
rect the assertions that are made from 
time to time. I more particularly refer 
to works that are looked upon as au- 
thority, such as one would naturally seek 
to for information, such as religious his- 
tories, dictionaries, encyclopedias, etc. 
But I realize that it is very difficult to 
do this, and yet I am fully convinced 
that we could have done more than we 
have. So also in making use of the 
press. We Elders as a rule seem to shirk 
this responsibility. Opportunities are 
often given, or at least they present 
themselves, when an occasional, well- 
written composition could probably find 
insertion. The longer I am in the field 
the more I am convinced that we are 
not aggressive enough, we cannot always 
afford to wait for opportunities, we must 
make our own, and we must open up the 
way, asking God to assist us, and not 
ask Him to open up the way for us while 
we stand idly by. : 

“You referred to ‘Meteoric Elders.’ 
Pardon me, but is there not too many of 
us that are truly ‘meteoric? I think 
when the word is used of the meteors in 
the solar system they. are looked upon as 
without object, without purpose, with- 
out system—fragments of others driving 
through space at a rapid rate, leaving 
nothing behind only a little dust as the 
result of wasted or unutilized energy. 
May God grant that ali ‘Meteoric Elders’ 
may become planets, to shine for ever 
and ever!“ 


The following from President J. W. 
West shows encouraging prospects in 
London: 

„When Philip was converted to belief 
in Jesus, and was convinced that he 
had found him of whom NMoses in the 
law, and the prophets, did write,’ his 
first impulse was to convey the glad 
news of his discovery to his friend Na- 
thaniel. Nathaniel said unto him, Can 
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there any good thing come out of Naza- 
reth? Philip saith unto him, ‘Come and 


„Elders, Saints and converts to the re- 
stored Gospel of this same Jesus, in the 
enthusiasm and joy of their discovery, 
are everywhere echoing the invitation of 
Philip ‘Come and see,’ ‘Come and hear 
for yourself,’ in the full confidence im- 
plied in Philip’s invitation, that if their 
friends will do so, they ‘shall know for 
themselves and not another.’ 

“But there has been a great difficulty 
in securing suitable places to hold ser- 
vices and invite friends to visit. Our de- 
sire is that meetings shall be held in the 
best halls obtainable and in the most 
favorable localities, that Saints and in- 
vestigators may take pride in asking 


friends to come and hear the Gospel. In 


London we have secured a splendid room 
in the Clerkenwell Town Hall, Rose- 
berry Avenue, for future Sunday meet- 
ings, and a more congenial Conference 
house in a better locality than the one 
we now occupy is the next contemplated 
move. 
“On Sunday last (23d ult.), in response 
to the invitation ‘Come and see’ the new 
hall was filled, and the Saints and El- 
ders rejoiced in the outpouring of the 
Spirit of the Lord, also in the great im- 
provement in their place of worship, 
and they are pleased that, during the 
month of April, eleven souls were added 
to their number by yielding obedience to 
the ordinances of the Gospel. These 
were not included in the Conference re- 
port. They also wish to thank, through 
the medium of the Star, the kind friend 
in Dunstable who contributed one pound 
for the good of the cause, which called 
to mind the saying of our Savior, that 
they who give in secret will be rewarded 
openly. Surely the Elders and Sisters 


laboring in the London Conference feel | 


encouraged in their work.“ 


Sheffield Conference. 

The Sheffield Conference of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
was held April 30, 1899, in the Arcade 
Hall, Market Hill, Barnsley, President 
E. P. Oldham presiding. 

There were present: Of the Presidency 
of the European Mission, Elder Henry 
W. Naisbitt; President George Ruff and 
Elder Samuel Hadley, of the Notting- 
ham Conference; Elders F. C. Lee, H. 
C. Brown and Chas. E. Rose, of the 
Leeds Conference, and President E. P. 
Oldham and all the Traveling Elders of 
the Sheffield Conference. 

At the morning session President Old- 
ham extended, in a brief opening ad- 
dress, a hearty welcome to the visitors 
and people assembled, after which El- 
ders Albert Glover, S8. A. Greenwood, 
Heber J. Wilson and Henry W. Nais- 
bitt, addressed. the meeting on the first 
principles of the Gospel. * 

In the afternoon service the clerk pre- 
_ sented the names of the general authori- 

ties of the Church and the Presidency 
of the European Mission who were unan- 
imously sustained. Elder E. P. Old- 
ham was sustained as President of the 
Sheffield Conference, and the following 
named Elders were sustained in their 
respective districts: Albert Glover, Er- 
nest P. Horsley, J. A. Brown, S. M. 
Taylor, Moroni Moss and Matthew 


Forster in the Barnsley district; H. J. 
Wilson, J. H. Heap, W. H. Edwards 
and Ernest G. Burdett in the Sheffield 
district; Abraham Evans, Joseph H. 
Page, Chas. Swallow and Jas. M. Hors- 
ley in the Grimsby district. 
The following statistical report for the 


sessions, 26; 


past six months was read: Missionaries 
from Zion—High Priests, 1; Seventies, 
15. Local Priesthood—Elders, 12; 


Priests, 13; Teachers, 3; Deacons, 5; 


members, 246; total officers and mem- 
bers, exclusive of missionaries from Zion, 
277. Children under 8 years of age, 71; 
total number of souls, 348. Tracts dis- 
tributed—from door to door, 27,717; in 
open-air meetings and otherwise, 2,990. 
Books distributed—sold, 33; loaned, 109: 
given away, 6. Strangers’ houses vis- 
ited—with first tract only, 5,653; by 
first invitation, 116; by reinvitation, 239. 
Gospel conversations, 1,680. Meetings 
held—hall, 201; cottage, 30; out-door, 81; 
Sunday school sessions, 65; M. I. A. 
ble classes, 39; Priest- 
hood meetings, 12. Baptisms—new mem- 
bers, 8; children of members, 1; con- 
firmations, 9; ordinations, 2. Children 
blessed—of. Church members, 1; of non- 
members, 1; died, 1; excommunicated, 
1. New subscribers for Star, 12. The 
speakers were Elders Abraham Evans, 
George Ruff and Henry W. Naisbitt. 

The evening meeting was addressed 
by Elder Henry H. W. Naisbitt, with 
closing remarks by President E. P. Old- 
ham. 

Monday morning, May Ist, a priest- 
hood meeting was held at 16 Middlesex 
street, Barnsley, in which we received 
many valuable and impressive instruc- 
tions relative to the duties that rest upon 
us as Elders. 

In the afternoon the local and visiting 
Elders held a number of open-air meet- 
ings in Hoyland Common, announcing 
a dictrict meeting to be held in the 
Miners’ Institute that evening. . 

The hall was fairly filled and Elder 
Henry W. Naisbitt addressed the audi- 
ence, giving the people a good under- 
standing of the conditions in Utah, also 
an explanation of Mormonism. 

Elder John A. Brown and Brother 
Geo. Mellor deserve much credit for the 
successful rendition of the singing, which 
added much to the success of the Con- 
ference. 

Saturday evening, April 29, the Elders 
and Saints assembled in a social gather- 
ing and spent a pleasant evening. 

The Conference proved a great success 
and one long to be remembered. 

ERNEST P. HORSLEY, 
Clerk of Conference 


Nottingham Conference. 


A Conference of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints was held in 
the Co-Operative Hall, Nottingham, 
Sunday, April 23, 1899. Services at 
10:30 a. m., 2:30 and 6 p. m. 

Among those in attendance were Pres- 
ident Henry W. Naisbitt, of the Presi- 
dency of the European Mission; Presi- 
dent E. P. Oldham and Elder Moroni 
Moss, of the Sheffield Conference; Pres- 
ident Thomas Ash, and Elders George 
Coombs, James B. Hunter and James 
Howard, of the Birmingham Conference; 
Elder John E. Hatch, of the Liverpool 
Conference; President George Ruff, all 
the Traveling Elders, and Sister Lettie 
Dewey Campbell, of the Nottingham 
Conference. 

During the afternoon meeting the gen- 
eral authorities of the Church and the 
Presidency of the European Mission 
were presented and unanimously sus- 
tained. Elder George Ruff was sus- 
tained as President of the Nottingham 
Conference, and the following named 
Elders and Lady Missionary were sus- 
tained in their respective districts: A. 
L. Cole, Stephen Parkin, George Paice, 
Joshua Coombs and Joseph Bennett in 


the Nottingham District; H. P. Jen- 
nings, John Farr and E. W. Stringfel- 
low in the Derby District; W. J. Gough 
and Samuel Hadley in the Eastwood 
District; Joseph H. Painter and Thomas 
A. Hunt in the Mansfield District; Jos. 
Udall and A. L. Sargent in the Leices- 
ter District; F. G. Burton and Calvin 
S. Buckwalter in the Burton District; 
C. F. Campbell and Lettie D. Campbell 
in the Uttoxeter District. 


The following statistical report for the 


past six months was read by Elder A. 


L. Cole: Missionaries from Zion—Seven- | 


ties, 18; Lady Missionary, 1. Local 
Priesthood—-Elders, 20; Priests, 12; 
Teachers, 12; Deacons, 14; members, 
335; total, exclusive of missionaries 
from Zion, 393. -Tracts distributed— 
from door to door, 22,198; in open-air 
meetings and otherwise, 9,472. Books 
distributed—sold, 11; loaned, 124; given 
away, 24. Strangers’ houses visited— 
with first tract only, 5,744; by first invi- 
tation, 183; by re-invitation, 340. Gos- 
pel conversations, 1,085. Meetings held 
—hall, 238; cottage, 107; out-door, 77; 
Sunday school sessions, 102; M. I. A. 
sessions, 48; Bible classes, 62; Priest- 
hood meetings, 20; Relief Society meet- 
ings held, 10. Baptisms, 14; confirma- 
tions, 14; ordinations, .10. Children 
blessed—of Church members, 6; of non- 
members, 2. Emigrated over 8 years of 
age, 1. Died over 8 years of age, 4. 
New subscribers for Star, 6. 

At the morning meeting the speakers 
were President George Ruff, Thomas 
Ash, George Coombs and President H. 
W. Naisbitt. 

During the afternoon meeting Presi- 
dent Naisbitt occupied the time by ad- 
dressing the congregation upon the Gos- 
pel and the condition of humanity. | 

At the evening meeting President E. 
P. Oldham and President H. W. Nais- 
bitt were the speakers. Both preached 
the Gospel and bore testimony to the 
work of God. 

On Saturday night, April 22, a concert 
was held in the regular meeting room of 
the Saints. The program consisted of 
songs, recitations and addresses. A 
pleasant time was realized by all who 
attended. | 

Monday morning a Council meeting 
was held at the meeting room, Shakes- 
peare Street, at which the presiding El- 
der of each district reported his district, 
and President Naisbitt administered 
some worthy instructions. 

A new system of catering was intro- 
duced, which proved a complete success. 
Instead of the people going to the Con- 
ference house, as heretofore, they were 
taken to the regular meeting room, 


where meals were served. 


Chicago Chronicle. 


Roberts, of Utah, continues to engage 
the attention of divers sancrosanct or- 

nizations. but there are indications 
that even the clergy are not blind to the 
fact that the crusade against Roberts 
has a certain element of pharisaism in 
it. Bishop Leonard, of Ohio, for in- 
stance, is inclined to sneer at the good 
people of the United States who are 
raising a hue and cry against Roberts 
when practically polygamy is being prac- 


ticed all over this country. More thar 


that, he intimates that the Mormon whe 
marries four or five women and supports 
them is, perhaps, as good a man as the 
non-Mormon who marries one woman 
whom he refuses to support and finally 
divorces. There is considerable force in 


the bishop’s observations, though they 
are not likely to render him popular 
among the sewing circles and bands of 


hope that are now seeking Roberts’ 
scalp. 
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